 Pikey’s Progress: Quality beats quantity as stalwarts revamp the Club 

They say that quality beats quantity every day of the week and the former was much in evidence at our ClubForce weekend, and masterminding all of this was the Holy Trinity of Bill (Hartley), Anton (Snowsill) and Paul (Jenkins) 
There is also much day to day work carried out by these three great Old Wilsonians, whilst Stephen Millward also goes over and above his remit of ground manager – always remember that this is a voluntary job – dealing with the likes of unblocking toilets.
	Bill, Anton and Stephen are also part of our gardening team, whose work often  extends beyond horticulture, with many other essential jobs being completed.  
	One of the major tasks undertaken at this year’s ClubForce was the repointing of the veranda, with Bill, Anton and ‘Jenks’ working virtually all day on this important work, ably assisted by Dan Harris.
Both the Tennis and Cricket clubs had their own jobs to complete, and thanks to Chris Gurr and Dave Welch respectively for co-ordinating these ventures.
	Our splendid benches, which have not been properly looked at since the Covid lockdown, were all in need of a lot of attention and are now all looking a lot better.
And thanks to Maria (Clarke) and the Netball Club -  and congratulations on their promotion this year -  for organising a team to sand down and repaint the ledge in front of the Clubhouse and to Emma Cummings (Junior Football Club) for doing the same to ensure that the red wall enjoyed some much needed tlc  -  both are now looking in pristine condition 
	Lack of time -  and volunteers – meant that we were not able to do as much work in the Car park as we had hoped but this job can be addressed at another time; assuming we get the requisite volunteers, of course
Alex Forbes seemed to be working as hard as the Holy Trinity and was co-ordinating many of the tasks undertaken.
	Last year’s refurbishment of the Clubhouse has left the Association with very little money, but it was money well spent, and we will rise from the ashes. 
	The President’s Ball the following week was a great success and made a profit of £2,000 whilst, and again thanks to our President’s initiative, we have funding for a bike rack, which is a plus factor on so many levels. 
The Association did set aside some money to spend on the likes of paint and other essentials for ClubForce and to feed the volunteers, and thanks here to ‘Sunny’, not only for the excellent fair he provided but also for giving us a good deal finance wise. He also catered for a very successful Football Club Dinner in the evening.
 	Running the Association is now a business rather than a spare time hobby – it has been such for a number of years now – and it takes over £170.000 a year simply to stand still; utility bills alone are over £1,000 a week! 
	If you did not help over the ClubForce weekend you should ask yourself Why? By doing so, even if it is only for a few hours, it shows you care and it also saves the Club, YOUR CLUB, hundreds of pounds in labour costs. 
With so many junior sections of the Club there must be something in the region of 2,000 people using it now, but only a fraction of them appeared over the weekend of April 25th to April 27th. 
	It is just as well that they did not all turn up, but perhaps the absentees should ask themselves the question “Am I doing enough to help MY Club?”  and take a bit of time to thank those who do for the benefit of all, including themselves




	Perhaps being a member of the Club should come with a commitment of doing a certain amount of volunteering. 
	Playing your sport is easy – that is why you join a sports club! Just paying subs and match fees is not enough 
Do you have a particular skill - e,g, carpentry, painting and decorating., plumbing, electrician? 
Bill., Anton and ‘Jenks’ have a multitude of talents between them, but they need, and deserve, help.
You will have noticed vast improvements to the Clubhouse thanks to their efforts and their worthy helpers, but please remember that we are only asking for a few hours each year from the rest of you; those who keep the club going donate many hours every week!
	I’ll leave the final few words to Bill, the real hero – and please thank him the next time you see him. 
Just a note to add to Pikey’s Progress in that wish to thank all those who turned up to assist with the planned works.  We had quite a list of jobs around the club house, about 17, 88% of which were completed.  To add to that were some jobs that were undertaken by the Cricket subsidiary and some 22 that were completed by the Tennis Club. 
Whilst it is difficult to highlight all the members who assisted, there are a few that I would like to mention for special thanks - Paul Jenkins, Anton Snowsill, Dan Harris, Clive Peckover, Stephen Millward, Alex Forbes, Chris Gurr, Tony Clarke, John Drabwell who all went above and beyond. Also, the ladies of the Junior Football and Netball Clubs, who completed the painting of the wall and capping stones as a result of which the club looks so much better. 
 	Many others, too, and too many to mention here - but thanks for theirtime and effort.  The weather was just right too!  There were 4 jobs on the original list completed in the few weeks before the weekend and 2 more that were carried out professionally. 
We hope you all will notice the differences around the place.  There is one bit left to paint on the wall which is the narrow inside piece along the main balcony - about an hour’s work, and if anyone would wish to complete this bit let me know, via Mike Pike, and I will arrange to meet and set you up with the materials.
Again, our caterers in the kitchen are worth a mention as they did a deal with us on the provision of lunches - thanks guys.
[bookmark: _Hlk198201678]

